tropical diversity provide insight into the biology of these areas in general. Students should find these essays relatively easy to read, as Moran provides an outstanding amount of information without being laborious, a quality that should be found in more of our educational writing.
The largest accomplishment of this book is the way Moran brings to life the science and process of gathering our fern knowledge. For example, his description of taxonomy paints it as a dynamic field that is constantly changing to accommodate new data. And his tales of the personalities of pteridology and taxonomy put a human face behind the names in keys and provide a glimpse of a world that few people outside of academia ever see. In many respects, Moran's writings in ''A Natural History of Ferns'' are reminiscent of Stephan Jay Gould's popular essays that effortless weave an interesting tale suffused with a depth of knowledge. For this reason, Moran's book is an asset to pteridology that will hopefully attract new people to the field and invigorate those who have already found it.-MICHAEL S. BARKER, Department of Biology, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 47405.
